High rates of uninsured among HCV-positive individuals.
There are no published data on the health insurance status of Hepatitis C virus (HCV)-positive individuals. To address this issue, we analyzed data from the Third National Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES III). Individuals 18 years of age and older who participated in NHANES III were included in the study. We determined the rates of health insurance coverage according to HCV status. We also determined healthcare status and health service utilization according to health insurance status among HCV-positive persons. HCV-positive individuals were more likely to be uninsured compared with those who were HCV-negative (29.6% vs. 12.2%, P = 0.0002). Among those with health insurance, HCV-positive individuals were more likely to have government insurance compared with those who were HCV-negative (42.9% vs. 27.6%, P < 0.005). Among HCV-positive individuals, being uninsured was associated with younger age, being unmarried, living in the South, Mexican-American race/ethnicity, and not graduating from high school. Additionally, the uninsured were less likely than their insured counterparts to identify a healthcare facility for sick or routine care, and less likely to have regular contact with a healthcare professional. A high proportion of HCV-positive individuals are uninsured, and many HCV-positive individuals with health insurance have publicly funded insurance. This finding may have implications for access to health care and for liver-related disease outcomes in HCV-positive persons.